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Abstract: The Sultana-Malu Roşu Eneolithic tell is located 400 m North-East of Sultana village, 
commune of Mânăstirea, in the Călăraşi county, South-East Romania. This is a settlement from the second half 
of the fifth millennium (Kodjadermen-Gumelniţa-Karanovo VI complex). Sultana-Malu Roşu was the first 
Gumelniţa site to be submitted to scientific research, in the 1920s. After 1975 the site was researched almost 
entirely. The excavations were resumed by the National History Museum of Romania and the Lower Danube 
Museum Călăraşi in 2001. In 2002 new excavations were started on the terrace, near the tell. The goal of these 
new excavations was to discover the cemetery of the tell. It was not an easy task, because at the moment we 
don’t have a solid method for identification of cemeteries. The methodology used at the Sultana-Malu Roşu 
cemetery took into account the size of the terrace (about 3.5 ha) and the particular aspects posed by the 
research of a prehistoric cemetery. In 2003 a series of geo-magnetic prospects were conducted on the terrace, 
near the tell, in order to identify the necropolis. The area of terrace was divided in a grid of 50 m x 50 m units for 
a better management of the excavation. Between 2002-2007 we accomplished to dig 22 sections. In this sections 
we found 12 inhumations graves. The graves were from Kodjadermen-Gumelniţa-Karanovo VI period and 
contained human skeletons in crouched (fetal) position, laying on the left or on right side. Funerary inventory was 
found in four graves only. The burials from Sultana-Malu Roşu cemetery and the elements of funerary treatment 
identified here confirm similitude to the standard mortuary practices of the Kodjadermen-Gumelniţa-Karanovo VI 
complex. 

Rezumat: Aşezarea gumelniţeană de la Sultana-Malu Roşu este situată pe malul drept al Mostiştei, la 
400 m nord-est de satul Sultana, com. Mânăstirea, jud. Călăraşi. În anul 2002 s-a deschis un nou sector pe terasa 
de lângă tell, în vederea identificării necropolei aparţinând aşezării gumelniţene. Pentru o bună gestionare a 
situaţiei suprafaţa terasei a fost împărţită în carouri de 50 x 50 m. În secţiunile realizate s-au descoperit 12 
morminte de inhumaţie, care aparţin culturii Gumelniţa. Mormintele conţineau schelete depuse în poziţie chircită, 
pe partea stângă sau pe partea dreaptă, orientate pe direcţii apropiate de est. Picioarele erau flexate moderat sau 
accentuat. Bunuri funerare au fost identificate doar în patru morminte. Pe baza observaţiilor făcute asupra 
acestor complexe funerare, putem afirma că terasa pe care au fost făcute aceste descoperiri, a fost folosită de 
locuitorii tell-ului drept spaţiu funerar. Mormintele din necropola de la Sultana-Malu Roşu prezintă aceleaşi 
elemente de tratament funerar constatate şi în cadrul altor necropole aparţinând complexului Kodjadermen-
Gumelniţa-Karanovo VI. 
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