A Spondylus Gaederopus Linnaeus, 1753
spiny oyster pendant from the Neolithic settlement
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Abstract: In the researches undertaken in 2012 on the site of Sanandrei, level 5d was discovered a
pendant made from a valve of a seashell of Spondylus gaederopus Linnaeus, 1758. The level 5d have been dated
between 5483-4857 calBC and belongs to the Banat Culture, phase IIB-1IC. Unlike the other pendants in Western
and Central Europe, the edge of the Sanandrei seashell valve was painted with a black color, and in a hole that was
made later hosted a bead made from the same material. Perhaps these details were of particular importance and
precise significance for the bearer / wearer of the pendant, going as far as the possibility of changing its original
purpose/use.

Rezumat: In cadrul cercetirilor intreprinse in anul 2012 in situl de la Sdnandrei, in nivelul 5d a fost
descoperit un pandantiv lucrat dintr-o valvd a unei scoici din specia Spondylus gaederopus Linnaeus, 1758.
Nivelul 5d este datat intre 5483-4857 cal BC si apartine Culturii Banatului, faza I1B-1IC. Spre deosebire de celelalte
piese din spatiul vest-central european, marginea valvei de la SAnandrei a fost pictati cu o culoare neagrd, iar intr-
un orificiu, practicat ulterior, a fost introdusd o mdrgicd lucratd din acelasi material. Probabil aceste detalii aveau
o importantd aparte si o semnificatie precisd pentru purtitorul/purtitoarea piesei, mergind pind la posibilitatea
de a modifica menirea/utilizarea initiald a acesteia.
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