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Abstract: Based on dual-inheritance and macro-evolutionary models, the paper focuses on the
conformist dimension of cultural transmission and on the growth limits inherent in foragers’ eco-cultural niche
building. The apparent lack of innovation noticed in the Lower and Middle Paleolithic is briefly explored. The
crucial role of demographical networks in the spread and persistence of innovation is also emphasized.

Several lines of evidence suggest an early, Middle Pleistocene age for the emergence of typically human
cooperative arrangements and cultural inheritance systems. A mosaic pattern of innovations is also recorded
aduring the Middle and particularly Late Pleistocene. Their repeated failure in spreading and lasting is attributed to
the dominant opportunist forager strateqy and ultimately to the small size and vuilnerability of local demographic
networks.

Rezumat: Pornind de la modelele propuse de teoria ,,dublei mosteniri” si de cea a macro-evolutiei,
articolul trateaza aparenta absenia a inovatiel in paleoliticul inferior si mijlociu, pundnd accent pe dimensiunea
conformista a transmiterii culturale si pe limitele de dezvoltare inerente constructiei niselor eco-culturale de cdtre
populatiile de vanatori-culegatori.

Mai multe tipuri de dovezi sugereazd aparitia timpurie, inca din Pleistocenul mijlociu, a sistemelor tipic
umane de cooperare si transmitere a informatiei culturale. Totodata, in Pleistocenul mijlociu si, in particular, in
Pleistocenul final se inregistreazd un mozaic de inovatii. ESecul repetat al acestor inovatii de a se rdspandi si
rezista in timp este pus pe seama strategiflor dominant oportuniste ale vénatorilor-culegatorilor si, in ultimd
instanta, pe seama dimensiunii reduse si vulnerabilitatii retelelor demografice locale.
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